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A push by Black Caucus members 
who feel they have “new information” 
surrounding the death of Martin Lu- 
ther King makes it likely the House 
will set up a special committee to re- 
open investigations into the assassina- 
tions of King and of John and Robert 
Kennedy. 

Del. Walter Fauntroy (D-D.C.) re- 
fused to be specific. But he said, “New 
information which was brought to my 
attention and subsequently to the at- 
tention of the Congressional Black 
Caucus has been the basis for re- 
newed interest in. this resolution.” 

A resolution by Reps. Tomas Down- 
ing (D-Va.) and Henry B. Gonzalez (D- 
Texas) for a House committee to look 
into primarily the assassinations of 
President John F: Kennedy and Sen. 
Robert Kennedy (D-N.Y.) has been 
languishing in the House Rules Com- 
mittee since March 31, when the com- 
mittee voted 9 to 6 to defer action on 
it. 

Opposition by the Rules Committee 
and the Democratic leadership made 
it appear that the issue was dead for 
this Congress. There was reportedly 
opposition from the Kennedy family 
and a reluctance by many to reopen 
wounds and dredge up the past. 

However, Fauntroy, who has been 
working with Reps. Yvonne Burke (D- 
Calif.) and Andrew Young (D-Ga.) on 
the proposal, said the Democratic 
leadership now is interested in set- 
ting up the co'mmittee and it is on 


the Rules Committee agenda for 
Wednesday. 

The Rules Committee is referred to 
as an “arm” of the Democratic leader- 
ship and Fauntroy said he was 
“optimistic.” 

If cleared by the committee, it 
would then have to be approved on I 
the House floor. Downing said his res- ; 
olution already has 150 cosponsors. 

Sources said that the civil rights 
leader’s widow, Coretta King, has also 
been active in supporting a congres- 
sional investigation. 

Downing, whose primary interest is 
the assassination of President Ken- 
nedy and the Warren Commission re- 
port, said further discussion of a 
“Cuban connection” with Kennedy’s 
death has heightened interest in a 
congressional investigation, but he ad- 
mitted the Black Caucus concern with 
King prompted the leadership to act. 

Sources said the^ Rules Committee 
and the leadership are considering es- 
tablishing a 12-member committee. 
Four members would be from the 
Black Caucus and would probably 
serve on a subcommittee to investi- 
gate King’s death. 

Congress is scheduled to adjourn in 
about three weeks and it isn’t likely 
that a new committee would accom- 
plish much this year. The committee 
would have to be re-established at the 
beginning of next year’s new session, 
but House action now would make 
that only a formality. 

Fauntroy said he would reveal his 
“new information” at the Rules Com- 
mittee meeting Wednesday “if I have 
to.” 



